Ethics and patient privacy.
To provide a brief introduction to the ethical and, to some extent, the legal issues surrounding patient privacy and confidentiality. The privacy of patient medical records and patient confidentiality has moved to the forefront of ethical and legal issues in health care. Technological advances, the growth and expansion of managed care, the emergence of consumerism, and the dramatic increase in the number of individuals and organizations with access to or a need to access patient medical information have all contributed to patient concerns about who has access to their records and for what purposes. Questions of patient privacy and confidentiality are likely to remain at the forefront of health care ethics and law in the coming years. Health professionals, including pharmacists, have a greater responsibility than ever before to ensure that safeguards exist to prevent inappropriate access to patient information.